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Chairmen Fox and Flexer, Ranking Members Mastrofrancesco and Sampson, the House Republican 
Caucus thanks the committee for raising House Bills 5492 and 5495.  
 
HB 5492: An Act Concerning the Process for Public Health and Civil Preparedness Emergency 
Declarations 
 
In March of 2020, none of us could have realistically anticipated the test that our government would face 
operating under a continual state of emergency. Last May, after a year of living under emergency order, 
the legislature approved Special Act 21-5, which created a bipartisan, bicameral commission to study 
potential improvements to our public health and civil preparedness statutes. The legislation before us 
reflects the initial recommendations of the Chairs of such commission, and the House Republican Caucus 
welcomes this opportunity to share its perspective on some potential improvements that can be made to 
the framework. 
 
First, we commend this legislation for incorporating reasonable and realistic time limits on the duration 
of both initial declarations and subsequent requests for extensions. This gives the legislature input and 
checkpoints and regular intervals throughout the duration of an emergency. Explicit language detailing 
the procedure for rejection of declarations, extensions, and executive orders made pursuant to an 
extended declaration is beneficial for all involved parties. 
 
We would ask, however, that this legislation be amended to require public hearings on proposed 
executive orders at least 72 hours prior to them becoming effective, in order to give both the legislature 
and the public the information required to make an informed decision about whether the order should be 
rejected. Similarly, we would urge this committee to consider placing limitations on the subject matter of 
executive orders, to ensure the civil liberties of Connecticut's citizens are protected throughout the course 
of an emergency declaration. 
 
Thank you to the committee for raising this important piece of legislation and we urge its passage. 
 
HB 5495: An Act Concerning Government Administration 
 
The House Republican Caucus is in strong support of sections 1 through 3 of this bill, the provisions of 
which reestablish the statutory Legislative Program Review and Investigations ("PRI") Committee. 
Created in 1972, the PRI Committee conducted critical oversight of state government, reviewing and 
auditing state agency programs for efficiency, effectiveness, performance and compliance. Similar to the 
Regulations Review Committee, this oversight function was conducted by bipartisan chairs and an 
evenly-divided committee roster, ensuring no partisan witch hunts or grandstanding.  
 

 



The PRI Committee was the victim of budget cuts and was eliminated at the end of 2016, and 
transparency and accountability in our state government has predictably suffered as a result. While the 
Auditors of Public Accounts continue to serve a critical function, the PRI Committee is a necessary 
supplement. Contracting scandals, issues and abuses within our quasi-public agencies, and the creation 
of off-the-books joint philanthropic ventures have become commonplace and we owe it to the taxpayers 
of our state to put a fresh set of eyes on the Executive Branch.  
 
While the House Republican Caucus takes no position on the remainder of this legislation, we applaud 
this committee's continued work on government oversight and accountability.  
 
 

 
 


